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Civil  War 
Men  in  Ranks 


John  Summerfield  Staples 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


yi.  zAo^.  des  ^¥iKo 


ITG      i^si.r>.3Iil. 


A{)|HaP^  Oil 


Co.  C.  176  Reg-t  Pa.  (Drafted)  Mil.  Inf. 


Company  Jilyi^r  Roll 


St()j>|>age,  $ Ibo  ii,r 


D.a*  Gov't,  S 100  fc 


-^. V 


J?<>i^k  mark  : 


Coj^yitt. 


170      I'si.I>.35il. 


17G      I?»a.I).3til. 


rTrX^ur^ 


^f'      ,  Co.ti?.  176  Reg't  Pa.  (Drafted)  Mi!.  Inf. 


.V])l)i;ir.s  uii    Special  Muster  Eoll 

for C:....djVU:d dti.lt.,  IStii. 

Present  or  :il)seiit 

Stoppage,  ^ 100   for 

Due  Gov't,  $ 100  for _ 


f:^...,  Co.  C.  176  Reg't  Pa  (Drafted)  MU.Inf. 


.\j)|M-arH  oD 


for.-./Z/ 


Company  Muster  Rcjl 


for  ...y  ^.^.  <2^fewr...,  V  .  iSrC^y. 
IVcsi'iit  or  ali=fnt  ..rr. 
Sioppa^^e,  $ loo  for 


R«ruark5  :..,x^Z.^£^      ..^fc^?li^.^I^^ 


/, 


D.ie  Gov't.  S 100  for.. 


Supposiii  S)  be  Special  T.luster 


Book    mark : 


R('niari<s 


(359 


^^2-'^t.-^^i^^:^^<'2,^^^?^ 


Copf/UU 


Cupyiti. 


I>.  c 


.id^.^jMdiL,__ 


^1 


13.  O. 


Appears  on 

4 


— .,  Co.  II,  2  Rog't  D.  C.  lufantr)-. 


Company  Muster  Boll 


Present  of  absent 

Stoppage,  $ 100  for 


-'^X^e-'-vt^ 


D.".e  Gov' 

t,§ 

.   100  for.. 

Remarks : 

4r^ 

.    ^->L^    .^ 

r.^&l^  ff^  ^'{^ 

4^^ 

XL> 

(-^.(Si^-c^    »-^2>i<->-- 

.,;^  ^;^ 

/^  ' 

-^'^  ^I- 

/■ 

r 





Book  mar 

k:.. 

\ 

~y   • 

.^.^.^ 

iKA-\ 

C»p}fitl 

"Co.si^,   2  Reg't  D.  C.  Infantry, 
Appears  on     Returns     as  follows: 

.,186  5-.    I  &^t::}i.^.lAyko^£^-.k>r<^ 

^ cmz^.-.ir.c^. --- 

yLA^.i^Oi 


Book  mark  :.. 


(616J 


/' 


I>.  c 


,  Co.  A.'.:...,  2  Rfg't  D.  C.  lufantr}-. 


•7     , 

Age  .-'•...- years. 

Ajii-curs  on       Co.  Muster-out  Roll,         'Ir^tc^l 

JNlusicr-oiit  to  date 
Last  jiaid  to 


'  Clothing  account: 

'  Lastscttled ,180     ; drawn  since? Ko 

Due  soldier  $ roo;  due  U.  S.  %...AL lOO 

/in,    -i- 
Am't  foreloth'g  in  kind  or  money  adv'd  %/.!2'..>00 


Due  U.  S.  lor  arms,  equipments,  Ac.,  $ loo 

\  Buiintypaid?-^-^-roOj  due  $ Io6 


yi*f^^^U 


tvt'iiiaiiva  ; 

i 

I 

/,f.Z^.- 



(SGI) 

Copyist. 

i  ' 


■:.'?'. .,Co.  II,  2  H.'i^'t  D.  C.  Infai.Uy. 

Appears  on 


/. 


Company  Muster  Roll 


>'h.V^-y-...^J^:- ,  1S6  iT. 


for 

Pn'<<.:it  or  absent 

Sk'piwgc,  S roo  for 


D!'e  Gov't,  § 100  for- 


Remarlcs 


1>.  c 


/  ) 


rif r  ■'■!  L  \i. .  ^y^^./.!/-^- '. 


X^t> 


Appears  on 


,Co.  II,  2  Roir't  I).  C.  Infantry. 


,^       Company  Muster  Roll 

li.e.n.  ..^..A^L^-.- ,  1 86  ^h 


for 

Present  or  absent 

Stoppage,  $ 100  for 


fy^   «--»  I  -IaS< 


Book  mark : 


(r^^wS^ 


VC^^ 


CtfyUt 


D'^°  Gov't  S 

100 

for 

Remarks: 





I^ook  mark  • 

/dj^^- 

13.  C 


iL  J-k/i, 


lA^^j'. ,  Co.  H,  2  Reg't  D.  C.  Infantn-. 

Appears  on 


for....,7<:'. 


Comp'aiiy  Muster  Roll 


,i  y  //- 


/  / 


,186:5' 


Present  of  absent '..-.L..h^i:±:±t.. 

Stoppage,  § 100  for 


D:'.e  Gov't,  % loo  for.. 


Remarks : 


f.q.-.s> 


C*pyut 


Book  mark :  — 


1-'-<-o-ta 


IXA'S 


C*pywt 


1  70       IPa..  I>.  3Xil. 


176     iDPa.I>.3Xil. 


rr^-.. . .  Co7(^  ^  176  Ees't  Pa.  Drafted  Mil.  Inf.       UJH 


76  Eesft  Pa.  Drafted  Mil.  Inf.       ^£yf_^  Go:^k?,  176  Eeg't  Pa.  Drafted  MIL  M 
Agc/.^ v.'ars.  Appears  on 

Company  Muster  Roll 

Company  Muster-in  Boll  f..-..l2mrJAA^.^.eM  U.  2 

of  it.«^  orLTiiiizarioii  ruimtni   ai«>ve.       Roll  dated         'Present  or  ahaent  ....^../Zje,^^:i.^J.,^.^i/t, 

/.Jl2l..S.r...J,...'!^.^^/L'^..-.sJ....,  186  ^.       Stoppage,  $ loo  for.. _ 


Muster-in  to  date 


^. 


a.-d,  18S  ^ 


Drafted  for  daty  and  enrolled: 


Due  Gov't,  $ 100  for. 


\n.(-i. 


2 


...._..^-_^.  i^:^^ .w 


Period  .._ 


/■ 


:^r^. 


months. 


f  ,.i. 


7 


186  2. 


Remarks: 


Remarks : 


iiiMiE  luarK: 


{VAe 


j    Book  iiiitrk 

7^  I  — 


4  -  cZ<<i:y^r2<lrZC/rZ-^ 

Corv'tt. 


(S58t 


\i2J..d:. 


i  .' 

!     • 

<2 

T>. 

.  o. 

- X? 

rj'Ai 

!i./^ 

/;.l 

.  /.:^^- ,Co. 

Appears  on 

j  Comp'c 
for..._'r/-V:r.....^ 

/•----- - 

ir,  2  Ut-'t  I).  C.  InHuitrv. 
*ny  Muster  Eoll 

Pri>«u:t  crab 

sent... 

/^,_ 

-  — > 

1    Sto]ips^,  $. 

-iob  for 

! 

D-e  Go\,-'t,  § 

"M. 

..  100  for.- 

Remarl:s:. 

./-^r 

....    ^, 









— 

BopTc  mark:.. 

^   ■ 

-S//^. 

Ci>yul 


II  ^ 


—  I 


176     |I^^^.I>.]>J:il. 


b 


i±L...A,....A.^..^^ 


/)^.., ,  Co."^,  ]76  Reg't  Pa.  (Drafted)  MU.  Inf. 
Djiears  on 

Company  Muster  Roll 

r  ..../2A.Ci<?Q..y^.fh^:i<A'...,  186  J . 
•esent  or  absent  \ 
oppage,  § 100.  for  . 


Gov't,  § loo  for. 


wk  mark  : 


1868, 


a 


I>.  O. 


il^ 


<7 


.,  Co.^,  ..c^nvji't  D.  C.  Infanirr. 
Ap})ears  on 

Company  Descriptive  Book 

of  the  orj;ani7.:itioii  nanii'd  above. 

DESCRIPTION. 
Age'<i^^.-yoai-R  ;  height  ..^.. feet.  -W^-.-inoli( 


Complexion  


Eyes  ..L^tkr^UL-r^,  hair..i^r:?r?'. 
Where  born 
Occupation  ^rr^^^?-^' 


When. 

Where^i^,i^i^^^J^:?:i;ri:?.C-^'^L. 

By  \^\\nM^{n^^fy^.'^^  y 

R€marks/{;X'y^.JZMi:?l&^^  ''^ 


itemark 


-7^ 


17G     l?a.I>.>Iil. 


^U^r^....,  Co.  ^,  176  Reg't  Pa.  Drafted  Mil  Inf. 

Agu/-.?...year8. 

Ai>|>cars  on        Co.  Muster-out  EoU,        dated 

^^Z4^.iS...i^  It  no  J. 


^Iii.sler-<)ut  lo  <l:ite 
Last  paid  to 


.,  1«6 
.,186 


Clothing  account: 

Lastsettlcd ,  186     ;  <li-a\viibinee$ loo 

Due  soldier  $. loo;  <lue  U.  S.  $ lob 

Am't  for  cloth'g  in  kind  or  money  adv'd  J Ibb 


Cupi/ut. 


Due  U.  S.  for  anu.s,  (Hpiipnu-nts.  «^'c.,  $ lOO 

Bounty  paid  ?! ...lob;  due  ^ loo 

Remarks:  f(^^7^-.9^ 


Book  mark; 


!     1 


(:'.f,l) 


(883y^ 


CtpytM. 


n       ^       ^ 


s 


_1 


x>.  o. 


Appc'ifrs  willi  rank  of .._yr:\r..... 


f,^. 


Muster  and  Descriptive  Eoll  of  a  Detach- 
raeut  of  U.  S.  Vols,  forwarded 

for  the  .^.&...  Rfg't  D.  C.  Infantiy.     Roll  dated 


.years. 
..in. 


Where  horn ^.....L>?..V>.^:V.9.*l^v*.a-.*^^.£*. 

Aga-~1-V..  y'rs ;   occupation. .'>sAA^.?^r^..J^. 

Wl)en  enlisted ...y^^.....^ .,  186  4.    \ 

Where  enlisted .V.!.^.3.T.\^v>A.I£.v«^..^.l7.  I^r.i 

For  wha4  neriod  enlisted    -/^— - 

Eyes  ...1.4'^.V^. ;  hair  ...1^.7. 

Complexion  ..N:i.t.':.r..i.k..;  height  ..S^..ft...-?:1. 

When  mustered  in .iy.v.'..y.....^. ,  186  V^ 

Where  mustered-in.-..J.\.U.:^r^A4A^-''Y.W*--,.^-.V^. 

Bounty  paid  § ..loo;  due  S...Lv.J?.io6 

Where  credited  .V..:...^..Vr.k..5^..i>:T.i4-.^.LS^.,., 
Company  to  which  assigned, 
emarksiy^.i-: 


Eemark8:V.^...?.T.>..^.i;i^X^.v^..'lA-?.T.lA.va:.!^ir<j 


S-O.  >A^■.  ..S  A^V-*  .*TiV. 


Book  mark: 


(839) 


T 


Co/'jfuL 


t> 


i) 


VOLXJISrTJ5:KK    ICISrLTBTMKN^T. 


(l 


STATUE    OF  <Sv^>|{\fe^«'"'^«^/TOWN    OF 


1, 


>^^^  /I 


1^2^1-t,, 


of  _..L'^!^t.lA:K,-X!.(,r.<^.Cfi<i,^Ju 
occupation   a     ' <-  e^-C^—z:-^ 


_,  ogod  .  y^7j^:^.T^u£^ 


born   in  the  Stat* 
years,  and   bv- 


LyL,i..^tf%.<<^.Ari^^yr>* .    Esq.,    of 

£^-J^}.<.^  Ir^P-C .y^..nC^.  ^rf:^!^;'*^^*^^^^.^^ 


Do  HEBEBY  ACKNOWLEDGE  to  Lave  agreed  with 
c9    <^<aA   .dS^J^z^lj^ 


to  become  his  •S-u  J-tvi.'^'I'lKiJ'J^lVrllio  Military  Service,  for  a  sufiiciOT^  consideration   paid  and 

delivered  to  me,  on  the  .    /jL/Lk<<!!^.. _  day  of  .^^^Li^^^t,^,<^^i_^_...,  186  Vj 

and  having  tliU8  agreed  |^th  said  CyCir-ye^/-^  /:>^?o^7^-  ^^^i^-f^r-^^ -y^  °°  hebebT 

ACKNOWLEDGE  to   hf»VO   Olllistcd   this  y^t.ti^^.    ~~~ day  of SL^^  -6-^.e.^.^ 

186  K  tPJfSryc  an  a  Soltiier  in  tha^rmjj  Of  tfjC  ClnftC^  StfltCO  Of  Ctmccfca,  for  tho  period 


of  THRMy-  YEAIl^,  unless  sooner  dischurgod  by  proper  authority:  I  do  also  agree  to  accept  such 
bounty,  pay,  rations,  and  clothing,  as  are,  or  may  bo,  cstiiblished  by  law  for  soldiers.  And  I  do 
eolemnlv  swear  that  I  will  bear  true  and  faithful  allegiance  to  tho  United  States  ofJSniericaf 
that  I  will  serve  them  honestly  and  faithfully  against  all  their  enemies  or  opposers  whomsoever; 
and  that  I  will  observe  and  obey  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  State8,'aiid  the  order* 
of  tho  (iflicors  appointed  over  me,  according  to  the  Rules  and  Articlee  of  War. 


SwoKN  and  saliHcribed  to,  »X 

tbli 
Beporx 


W-r   >^/^^   //7P^- 


(7 '^■"^^^-cr-cn,^-^        -^ 


Ae, 


/^ 


^^xt:^ 


-f^ 


We  certify,  on  honor,  That  we   have  carefully  examined   the  above-named   Volimleci    DuL*4*wt«.   ^^ 
(igrccably  to  tho  Reflations,  and  that,  in  our  opinion,  ho  ia  free  from  all  bodily  defe'cta  and  mental  infirmity 
which  would  in  any  way  disqualify  him  from  performing  the  duties  of  n  Boldier;  that  he  was  enturely  soboi 
when  enlietod  ;  that  he  is  of  lawful  age,  (not  under  18  ycaM;)  and  that,  in  accepting  bun  aa  duly  qualified  to 
perform  the  duties  of  an  able-bodied  soldier,  and  aa  n-fiaootituto  in  lien  of — C-i- — 1 1"^ rrr^ .«ra. . Q^-t^t-'-iur^^ 

■ -itr?rfrml  fn ■ y  (f4 -^  rh  Yy<^^\     ^  Ir^^^ 


_,  1&6  ^we  have  strictly  observed  tho  Regulations  which  frovem 


b  such  cases.     Tbia  soldier  baa  -J^j^a-C-.'Cyes,  U>7/yrviiair,  Cfid-d^compleiion ;  ia  _U__ feet  _ii_ 

inches  high 


/^ 


Commutianer  of  Board. 


Surgron  of  Board. 


Board  fjf  EnroHment  of 


/%      Pitt  of  (i^ 


L^..^ 


yi 


DECLARA/TION    OF  ..SI^BSTITUTE. 

X, jf,/j(:laAy.. Ql).. \-:::^../..^^^-r::^ desiring  to  ExNLIST 

in   the   Slnrip  Of  t^f   OnftcB   StatCO,  for  T^^Bi^   YEAR*,  Ho  declare^  That   I   am 

-  VyT''^^^^ years  nnd  ..y:. ■s^ months  of  age;  that  I  have 

never  been  discharged  Irom  the  United  States  eervico  on  account  of  disability  or  by  Boutence  of 
H  court  martial;  and  I  know  of  no  impediment  to  my  serving  hono«tly  and  faithfully  oa  a  Boldier 
for  tllcccypars. 


/>t^U^^-^^ 


Witness  I/""! 


Given  at 


22^i^/C.^^/.Z  ^9-^ 


N 


the ^ day  of  _„:3Lll!a=d:^li-;_^^Ce4^ 


>/. 


■•tV.iny'U1H"-'ii^*''"-^--'-"*^-'-^"V-''"-^--^'---r'"'''-'*-'      -----^^^"^■■'■■■■■^^'"■"■r-wr»M.-tt«'wij>.lHWi 


.^ 


^^  tllE  UNirjj^ 


s^ 


^      OF  DISABILITY   ^;jSiJJl|^rOR  DISCHARGE.   ^^ 

^-^-^^Lm^A^^... _^of  Captain    ^K^rJ^^y 

/..^..£l_ ^. Rcgiracut  of  -DiiitoJ  Statcg 

/x  ^^„ __ _ of 

ri«?       ~..i^/~!^CJ^-J-  -  •I«pgi"^t'"t  of  / at 

on  the __Z^ ... il"y  of  ^:r:K?y:^''-^^ 

""  £/-- 


years  of  n^e, 


-'Vj5(<<t^y 


_  in  the  State  of 
fcot  _; 7^ inclica  bigli. 


^^^^^ lS67<to  Bcn-o  !^<v2:r2:^:«e«j  Lc  was  bom 


■^^/O 


complexion,      .^j^-^^T^^y         cycB, 
liair,  and  by  occupation  wbcu  enlisted  a   ,^::^^^^?:<^<?j^:g;^t^^2::^_     During  the  lasl  two 

-^'7^i»-7'-i^-i^^._.<;5k:?j.-^^rt^;^:??tS^^ _ 


mcmlLs^aid  Eoldier'bas  b«»n  unfit  for  duty .^.^_  <l'''ys.*  >._v^'7f^^»7-«ni^^   "^leT^ 

"■^ilSi^::^^:    ■    ■  """■" " " " ^ 


I  CEttTiFy<:t!i/!{  I  bavc  carefully  examined  tbe  said 


^r/^  ^  of 


Captain  ^..^/^.ifT^^in^i^Q^!^^^ Company,  and  findliim  incapable  of  performing  tbe  duties  of  a  soldier 


oft  ^1:^;^.£^::^;:^^:^?^^....£;?^ 


...^f^.^^l.  •^^^^       ^^V^>«^     ^^<'^ 'r-cyt^^-^-^.l.^£,,1^^i^^..'..JC^jiy!^0rtr1:f:<^... 


,  /-^^^y 


DiscnAncED,  tbis 


day  of _ 


Tlic  sohlicr  Jcsircs  to  W  addressed  at 

\  6oe  Koto  2  on  the  back  of  thi*. 


*  6eo  IJele  I  on  tie  back  of  tliis, 
lA.  Q.  t>.  Ku.  100  *.  101— Knt.) 


(  Ul°rUCATb9.  ) 


""^  ■''-'>'',''"y',''*^~'  "'"    T   '  '  ' \~tU"^-'^ V'' " 


y  A 


'/:- 


Note  1 


'/ 


The  coinpauy  commanucr  will  here  ndd  a  statement  of 
all  thc/ar/s  Uiiown  to  him  concerning  the  disease  or  wound, 
or  cause  of  disability  of  llio  soldier;  the  time,  place,  man- 
ner, and  all  the  ciicuiiis'auccs  under  which  the  injury 
occurred,  or  disease  orijiuatcd  or  ajipcared;  the  duty,  or 
service,  or  situation  of  tLe  soldier  at  the  time  the  injury 
was  received  or  disease  contracted,  stating  particularly 
whether  the  injtirj-  was  received  or  the  disease  contracted 
in  the  line  of  his  duty;  and  w  hatever  other  facts  may  aid 
a  judjrment  as  to  the  cause,  inimediato  or  remote,  of  the 
disaliility,  aisd  the  circumstances  attending  it. 

When  the  jixcls  are  not  known  to  the  company  com- 
mander, the  ccriificato  of  any  officer,  or  affidavit  of  other 
person  havin<r  such  knowledge,  will  bo  appended — as  the 
surgeon  in  chaigc  of  a  hospital,  the  officer  commanding 
a  detachment  of  recruits,  ^c,  && 

Note  2. 

When  a  probable  case  for  pension,  special  care  must  bo 
taken  to  state  the  degree  of  disability — as  i,  J,  &c.,  &,c.; 
to  describe  particularly  the  disability,  wound,  or  disease; 
the  extent  to  which  it  deprives  him  of  the  use  of  any  limb 
or  faculty,  or  affects  his  health,  strength,  activity,  consti- 
tution, or  capacity  to  labor  or  earn  Lis  subsistence.  The 
surgeon  will  add,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances, and  from  tho  evidence  in  tho  case,  his  profes- 
sional opinion  of  the  cause  or  origiu  of  tho  disability.  In 
tho  case  of  discharges  by  Jledical  Inspectors,  the  last  para 
graph  will  slate  that  the  "discharge  was  given  by  consent 
of  the  soldier,  after  a  personal  examination,  and  for  dis- 
ability, the  nature,  degree,  and  origin  of  which  aie  correctly 
described  in  the  withiu  certificate." 

Par.  12G0  Kcgulations,  Edit.  1661. 

Jledical  ofHceis,  in  giving  certificates  of  disability,  arc  to 
fake  particular  care  in  all  cases  that  have  not  been  under 
their  charge;  and  especially  in  epilepsy,  convulsions, 
chronic  rheumatism,  deraugement  of  tbe  urinary  organs, 
ophthalmia,  ulcers,  or  any  obscure  disease  liable  to  ba 
feiued  or  purposely  produced;  and  in  no  case  shall  such 
certificate  be  given  until  after  sufficient  time  and  exami- 
nation to  detect  any  attempt  at  deception. 


DIRECTIONS. 

This  rtrtlflcate  wHl  bo  made  out  Id  d^ipUcate  bj-  tbe  BoMier's  com 
poay  commaDder,  or  otbtr^J^icer  comnandiog  Ibe  Beporato  dt^tacb- 
meut  to  irhicti  he  belougs  i ,  J  Krnt  by  bim  to  the  fcurgeon  who  has 
cbarp:  ef  tLe  bofpKal  \vber5  Ibe  BolJier  is  sick.  Tbt'  Burgeon  will 
Ibt-a  fill  out  and  ei^  ibe  ptirgeca'a  ctnificate,  cci  rvrw.-u-d  Iheee  pa- 
pers to  tbe  rcgimCDlnl,  detacLmeut,  or  post  coinrjaudcr,  wbo  will 
fonTard  thera,  wiih  bis  nclion  endorsed  ttjereon,  tlirougb  tbe  proper 
clif^nnel.  to  ti*  divisioa  commaDdcr;  or,  If  tbe  Iroofjs  are  not  attached 
10  a  division,  to  his  corps,  departcieot,  or  other  coinmaDder  or  officer 
to  vrbom  the  authority  to  di^chirgo  enlisted  men  may  t>e  specialty 
dtrlegp.ted. 

These  certificates,  after  haT^Dg  received  the  fiction  of  tbe  highest 
actborily  to  which  they  ere  required  to  be  sent,  will  be  returned 
llifougli  tbe  Bfime  channel  to  the  regimental,  post,  or  detachment, 
comOiander,  wbo  will,  U  the  di^chnrge  is  auiborlzed  by  Ibe  endorse- 
cent  0/  tie  proper  aniborlly.ti^  lb-  soldier'*  discharge,  oud  the  last 
certificate  on  this  p.iper;  fe  that  tbe  soldier  Is  funuthed  with  tbe 
proper  fic.il  sLitemeuts  iu  doplicAle.  and  fomard  BOTH  of  these  ccr- 
ti.lcates  d:rca  to  the  Adjntact  General  United  Stales  Army,  at 
^VaabiDe1on,  D.  C-:  they  will  not  under  any  circnmetances  be  civea 
Into  the  bands  of  Ibe  soMiec 
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6lOT   CONGRESS, 
2d  Session. 


H.  R  20046. 


IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVES. 

February  3,  1910. 

Mr.  A.  Mitchell  Palmer  introduced  the  following  bill ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Library  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


A  BILL 


To  erect  a  inonumeiit  to  the  memory  of  John  Summei'field  Staples 
at  Stroudsljurg,  Pennsylvania. 

1  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresenta- 

2  tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

3  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 

4  and  directed  to  erect  a  suitable  memorial  monument  on  the 

5  court-house  square  at  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  County,  Penn- 

6  sylvania,  to  the  memory  of  John  Summerfield  Staples,  late  of 

7  the    Second    District    of    Columbia    Infantry,    who    served 

8  through  the  civil  war  as  the  representative  recruit  for  Abra- 

9  ham  Lincoln,  then  President  of  the  ITnited  States. 

10  Sec.  2.  That  for  the  above  purpose  the  expenditure  of 

11  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  of  said  sum  as 

12  may  be  necessary,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  authorized. 

13  This  sum  shall  be  expended  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 

14  War  or  such  officer  as  he  may  designate :   Provided,  That  the 


1  money  hereby  aiitbonzod  shall  1)c  drawn  from  time  to  time 

2  only  as  may  be  required  during'  the  ])i-ogress  of  the  work  and 

3  nnder  the  requisition  of  the  8(^cretary  of  War. 
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LINCOLN'S  SUBSTITUTE  ON  THE  BATTLEFIELD 


ByPMl)J:P11APD  J.  ClGIMD 

COPYRiOht    BT     vv.  g.   Chapman 

BRAHAM  LINCOLN  had  a 
substitute  who  served  as 
a  defender  of  the  Union 
through  the  bloody  and 
epoch-making  period  of 
the  Civil  war.  This  asser- 
tion has  been  made  many 
times  before.  It  has 
aroused  bitter  contro- 
versy in  various  quarters; 
it  has  given  birth  to  col- 
umns of  print,  both  in 
support  of  and  denial  of  its  truth. 
Now,  tor  the  llrst  time,  evidence  is 
here  presented  that  the  story  of  Lin- 
coln's substitute  is  correct — evidence 
in  the  un.issailuble  sh:-,pe  of  an  official 
acK'nov.'ledg'ment  from  the  federal  gov- 
ernment. 

The  exemptioii  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States  from  the  taking  up 
of  arms,  or  serving  on  an  actual  lield 
of  battle,  is  provided  for  by  a  special 
statute  drawn  up  to  meet  such  a  con- 
tingency. But  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  the  nation's  chief  executive 
from  sending  forth  a  substitute  to 
fight  in  his  place,  although  Lincoln 
was  the  only  occupant  of  the  White 
House  who  ever  took  advantage  of 
this  fact.  The  man  who  represented 
in  his  person  that  of  the  martyred 
president  was  John  Summerfield  Sta- 
ples, whose  body  now  lies  at  rest  in 
a  little  cemetery  at  Stroudsburg,  Pa. 
The  tombstone  above  his  grave,  pho- 
tograph of  which  is  here  reproduced, 
testifies  not  only  to  Staples'  war 
record,  but  states  in  granite  letters 
the  fact  of  his  having  served  as  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  substitute.  The  inscrip- 
tion in  question  reads  as  follows: 
J.  Summerfield  Staples, 

a   Private  of  

Co.    C,    176    Regt,    P.    V. 
Also  a  Member  of  the 
?  Reg.  D.  C.  Vols.,  as  a 

Substitute  for 
ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 
Died  Jan.  11,  1888, 
Aged  43  Years,   4  Mos.,  25  Days. 
His  grave  also  bears   the  G.    A.   R. 
marker,    a    metallic    star    jUgii    which 
the  words  "Post  150"  appear.     A  small 
American   flag  flutters  in    the  breeze, 
but  *;he  outside  world  seems  little  in- 
formed as  to  the  career  of  this  patri- 
otic p.nd  distinguished  soldier  boy. 

I  had  heard  the  tradition  that  Lin- 
coln during  the  dark  days  of  1864  had 
sent  a  substitute  to  the  front.  But 
to  confirm  the  truth  of  the  tradition 
was  quite  another  matter.  The  popu- 
lar opinion  of  those  1  consulted  ap- 
peared to  be  that  tlie  tale  of  Lin- 
coln's substitute  belonged  in  the  myth 
category,  and  had  no  more  foundation 
in  sober  fact  than  'he  !e£?;»rd  of  Wnsh- 
Ington  and  the  cherry  tree.     Men  high 
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J.    SUMMERFIELD    STAPLES. 
"Lincoln's    Substitute."      From    a    Pho- 
tograph Taken  at  the  Time  He  Went 
to   the    Front    In    Lincoln's   Stead. 

in  tlie  ranks  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  assured  me  that  they 
were  certain  that  "Old  Abe"  was  un- 
represented in  the  ranks  of  the  boys 
in  blue.  For  all  that  it  seemed  to  me 
that  the  story  was  something  more 
than  one  of  those  romantic  incidents 
so  frequently  quoted  as  having  oc- 
curred in  the  lives  of  famous  men  aft- 
er they  had  passed  over  to  the  great 
majority;  incidents  lending  color  to 
laudatory  biographical  sketches,  but 
rejected  by  the  thoughtful  historian 
as  being  formed  of  "the  stuff  dreams 
are  made  of."  Lincoln,  with  his  ex 
alted  ideals,  his  stern  devotion  to 
duty,  his  undying  love  for  the  Union 
and  all  that  it  represented,  was  ex- 
actly the  type  of  man  to  consider  hiu)- 
self  at  fault  If  he  neglected  to  make 
every  possible  sacrifice  in  his  power 
to  the  cause  he  held  dearer  than  life 
I  corresponded  with  the  federal  au- 
thorities   at    Washington    on    the    sub- 


ject, out  tl.e  replies  I  i-eceived  did  not 
tenj  to  bring  me  any  closer  to  the 
goil.  Instead  they  asserted  positively 
that  the  reported  tradition  was  entire- 
ly without  foundation.  A  letter  from 
the   war  department  stated  emphatic- 
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J.    SUMMERFIELD    STAPLES.  I 

"Lincoln's    Substitute."      From    a    Pho- 
tograph  Taken   a    Few   Years    Before  I 
His  Death.  | 

ally:  "It  dofs  not  a]ipear  from  the  ] 
otticial  records  of  the  department 
that  President  Lincoln  ever  furnished 
a  substitute."  Another  informed  me 
that  "Abraham  Lincoln  was  not  liable 
to  draft,"  a  fact  of  which  I  was  al- 
ready well  aware.  Had  not  such  been 
the  case  the  employment  of  a  substi- 
tute would  have  lost  all   significance. 

But  a  personal  search  through  the 
oflicial  records  of  the  Civil  war 
brought  to  light  a  reference  to  "Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  principal,  and  John  Sta- 
ples, recruit,  both  of  the  District  of 
Columbia."  And  on  another  page  ap- 
peared an  entry  to  the  effect  that  Lin- 
coln wished  a  representative  recruit, 
and  same  was  assigned  as  private  to 
Company  H  of  the  Second  regiment. 
D.  C.  infantry.  With  these  entrie3  as 
a  base  of  operations  it  became  pos- 
sible to  trace  the  substitute,  and  the 
discovery  was  made  that  John  S.  Sta-  \ 
pies  was  buried  in  i^Lroudsburg,  Pa. 
Further  details  were  furnished  by  Mr. 
John  W.  Burnett  of  Massachusettes, 
a  comrade  of  Staples,  in  the  following 
letter: 

"I  well  recall  the  military  career  of  i 
J.  S.  Staples  of  my  regiment  The  | 
awful  losses  of  the  Union  army,  east  | 
and  west,  were  weighing  heavily  on  ', 
dear  Lincoln,  and  he,  with  others  in  . 
public   life,   were   considering  the   de- 


slrabllity  of  Uaviug  iiersoniU  repro- 
scntatlves  In  the  field  for  those  not 
eligible  for  service  at  all.  According 
to  r.iy  recollection,  in  the  fall  or  late 
.summer  of  18G4  Mr.  Lincoln  luid  a 
committee  of  citizens  of  the  District 
of  Coliinibia  search  for  as  perfect  a 
specimen  of  physical  manhood  as 
could  bo  found  to  become  his  repre- 
sentative recruit.  This  committee,  or 
some  of  them,  met  my  dear  comrade 
(Staples)  on  the  streets  of  George- 
town, and  seeing  his  superbly  com- 
pact form,  and  being  at  once  satisfied 
that  he  was  the  man  worthy  to  be 
Lincoln's  representative  in  the  army, 
they  made  a  proposition  to  him,  and 
the  loyal  boy — for  he  was  but  a  boj 
at  once  signified  his  desire  to  fill  tlie 
honorable  position.  He  was  soon  aft- 
erward introduced  to  President  Lin- 
coln, and  the  latter  gladly  chose  him 
as  his  representative." 

Although  the  communication  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Burnett  was  as  con- 
vincing as  one  could  wish,  yet  it  was 
clear  that  without  governmental  sanc- 
tion there  still  would  remain  doubling 
Thomases  who  would  dispute  the 
claim  made  in  behalf  of  the  dead  sol- 
dier. Therefore,  the  facts  in  the  case 
were  laid  before  the  federal  authori- 
ties, and  I  received  from  the  office  of 
the  commissioner  of  pension  at  Wa^a- 
ingion  an  official  statement  confirming 
the  entire  tradition  concerning  Lin- 
coln and  his  substitute.  This  docu- 
ment reads  as  follows: 

DepartmeiU  of  the  Interior, 
Burfc«au  of    Pensions 

Washington.  May  11,  I'MO. 
"John  Summerfield  Staples,  residing 
at  Stroudsburg,  Pa.,  filed  an  applica- 
tion for  pension  in  1882,  stating  tliat 
in  the  Civil  war  he  had  served  in  Com- 
pany C,  One  Hundred  and  Seventy- 
sixth  Pennsylvania  militia,  and  after- 
wards ii.  Company  H,  Second  District 
of  Columbia  infantry,  and  that  in  his 
second  enlistment  he  was  a  substitute 
for  President  Lincoln. 

•■Th©  records  show  that  said  soldier 
enlisted  November  2,  1862,  in  Com- 
pany C.  One  Hundred  and  Seventy- 
sixth  Pennsylvania  drafted  militia, 
that  he  was  honorably  discharged 
May  5.  1863,  and  that  he  afterward 
enlisted  April  3»  18G4,  in  Company  H, 
Second  District  of  Columbia  volun- 
teers, from  which  he  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Alexandria,  Va..  Sep- 
tember 12,  1865,  and  the  record  also 
show  that  in  this  last  service  he  was 
enrolled  as  a  representative  recruit 
for  Abraham  Lincoln,  who  was  not 
liable  to  draft. 

"It  is  shown  by  the  papers  on  file 
in  this  case  that  during  the  war  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  decided  that  he  would 
place  in  the  army  a  substitute  to  the 
credit  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
that  he  communicaled  his  desire  lo  do 
so  to  the  provost  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict, with  a  request  that  he  select  the 
person  who  should  be  placed  in  the 
service,  and  that  the  provoct  marshal 
then  sent  for  Noble  D.  Larner,  then  a 
prominent  citizen  of  this  city,  and 
stated  to  him  the  president's  wishes, 
and  Mr.  Larner  afterward  succeeded 
in  getting  the  substitute  in  the  person 


of  Mr.  Staples,  and  ho  was  afterward 
mustered   into  tho   service. 

"This  is  about  all  the  Information  1 
can  give  you  with  reference  to  the 
matter,  and  would  suggest  that  if  you 
desire  to  learn  anything  about  the 
private  life  of  Mr.  Staples  you  might 
write  to  the  postmaster  or  some  other 
.  person  at  Stroudsburg,  Pa.,  where 
1  Mr.  Staples  lived  and  where  he  died 
January  11,  1888." 

(signed)     J.  L.  DAVENPORT, 

Commissioner. 
There  are  several  people  still  living 
in  Stroudsburg  who  knew  Staples  and 
remember    that    to    him    belonged    the  | 
unhiue    distinction      of      representing 
Lincoln  on  the  field  of  battle.    Among  j 
their  number  are  J.  T.   Palmer,  post-  ) 
master    and      principal    of    the    public 
school;    C.   L.   Drake,     editor     of     the  ' 
Stroudsburg    Times,    and    Representa-  1 
live    A.    Mitchell    Palmer    of    Pennsyl-  , 
vania.      It   was    characteristic    of    Lin- 
coln that  he  kept  the  matter  from  the 
public    press,    and     a     like     modesty 
seems  to  have  imposed  silence  on  the 
young  soldier  who  served  his  country 
so  well. 

One  does  not  have  to  make  a  very 
exhaustive  study  of  Lincoln's  charac- 
ter in  order  to  understand  the  motive 
which  led  him  to  send  a  substitute  to 
represent  him  in  the  scenes  of  the 
bloody  drama  then  being  enacted 
throughout  the  land.  His  conscience 
was  not  of  that  easily  satisfied  variety 
which  contents  itself  with  allowing 
things  to  remain  as  they  are,  without 
indulging  in  exertion  for  the  common 
good.  His  was  the  hand  which  was 
steering  the  Ship  of  State  through 
I  tempest  and  crash  of  hostile  guns,  yet 
!  great  as  was  tho  task  assigned  him, 
he  perceived  with  the  eagle  eye  that 
watched  the  course  of  action,  a  post 
still  unfilled,  an  unoccupied  niche 
where  a,  combatant  could  be  placed  to 
strike  in  behalf  of  the  Union.  To  that 
post  he  resolved  to  appoint  a  repre- 
sentative, that  he  might  be  practical- 
ly in  person — as  he  was  already  in 
spirit— on  the  red  field  of  carnage.  It 
was  done  qyietly,  in  that  simple,  unos- 
tentatious manner  that  distinguished 
all  of  Lincoln's  acts,  whether  In  offi- 
cial or  private  life.  He  never  played 
to  the  gallery,  and  the  verdict  of  his 
own  conscience  was  all  he  cared 
about. 

While  this  is  probably  the  only  case 
in  history  where  the  leader  of  a  na- 
tion sent  a  substitute  to  fill  his  place 
in  the  ranks  of  fighting  men,  a  sort  of 
precedent  may  be  said  to  be  found 
in  the  custom,  but  recently  fallen  into 
disuse,  of  appointing  a  "king's  cham- 
pion," '*who  was  supposed  to  offer  hia 
hodv  in  opposition  to  any  challenger 
of  the"^"reignlng  monarch  of  <Jp«at 
Britain.  Until  the  accession  of  the 
late  King  Edward  VII.  to  the  crown 
of  England,  this  functionary  was  a 
member  of  the  royal  entourage.  When- 
ever the  new  king  was  publicly  crown- 
ed   the    "champion"    appeared    before 


ABRAHAM  OMCSi^  f4^%| 


Grave    of    J.    Summerfield    Staples, 
the  Cemetery  at  Stroudsburg,   Pa. 

the  assembled  multitude  clad  in  mar- 
tial gear,  and  casting  down  a  gauntlet 
upon  the  ground,  defied  to  mortal  com- 
bat  any    person     or     persons     having 
quarrel   with   or   denying   the  right  of 
the   potentate  to  reign  over  the   land. 
This  custom  dated  back  to  the  stren- 
uous days   when  a   monarch   was  also 
an    active    man-at-arms,   and    likely    to 
meet    in    a    hand-to-hand    engagement 
with    some    persistent    toemau    at    any 
time   or  place.      Hence   the  institution 
of    "king's    champion,"    appointed    to 
keep  all   challengers  at  bay,  a  heredi- 
tary honor,  and  one  that  was  held  for 
many  generations  by  the  descendants 
of   the    Dymoke    family.      But    Edward 
VII.,     who     possessed     an     unusually 
I  strong  sense  of  the  ridiculous,  refused 
to    permit   this   heroic   burlesque   of   a 
mediaeval   custom     to  be     introduced 
into  the  splendid  pageantry  at  his  cor- 
nation    and    abolished    the   office    of   a 
warlike   substitute    forever. 


The  Classmate,  February  10,   19''3. 


!         Lincoln's  Substitute 

BY     H  .      E  .      Z  I  M  M  E  U  M  A  N 

OF  ALL  that  lias  been  written  of  the 
life  and  public  services  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  it  is  not  generally  known  that 
he  had  a  substitute  who  served  in  the  army 
during  the  Civil  War.  The  assertion  that  he 
had  such  a  substitute  has  often  been  made  and 
as  often  denied.  The  exemption  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  from  taking  up  arms 
or  serving  on  the  actual  field  of  battle  was 
years  ago  provided  for  by  sjiecial  statute. 
Article  .Second,  Section  2d  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  states:  "The  Presi- 
dent shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the 
ftrmy  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
the  militia  of  the  several  States,  when  called 
into  the  active  service  of  the  United  Statco." 
That  Abraham  Lincoln  was  the  actual  com- 
mander-in-chief no  student  of  history  can 
deny,  as  it  is  well  known  that  at  the  most 
critical  period  of  the  war  he  personally  ordered 
the  movements  of  the  army,  in  pursuance  of 
a  campaign  wliich  disclosed  his  extraordinary 
military  genius. 

Although  coiimiander-in-chief,  there  was  [ 
nothing  to  prevent  his  sending  a  substitute  I 
to  fight  in  his  place.  To  the  end  that  he  ' 
might  fulfill  the  oath  of  liis  great  office,  he 
resolved  to  be  rejiresented  in  the  ranks,  where 
a  combatant  in  the  field  might,  in  person, 
strike  actual  blows  in  behalf  of  the  Union. 
The  man  who  represented  Lincoln  in 
person  was  John  Summerfield  Staples,  a 
young  volunteer  from  Pennsylvania,  aged 
about  twenty-one  years.  Having  been  in- 
troduced to  the  President,  this  loyal  young 
man  signified  a  desire  to  fill  the  honorable 
position  as  his  substitute  and  Lincoln  gladly 
accepted  him.  The  evidence  of  the  employ- 
ment of  a  substitute  by  Lincoln,  is  embraced 
in  the  following  official  statement  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions: 


district,  with  a  request  that  he  select  the 
person  who  should  be  placed  in  the  service, 
and  that  the  provost  marshal  then  .sent  for 
Noble  D.  Larner,  then  a  prominent  citizen 
of  this  city,  and  stated  to  him  the  President's 
wishes,  and  Mr.  Larner  afterwards  succeeded 
in  getting  the  substitute  in  the  person  of  IMr. 
Staples,  and  he  was  afterwards  nmstered  into 
the  service.  (Signed) 

"J.  L.  Davenport,  Commissioner." 

The  man  who  thus  rci)resented  in  his  per- 
son the  martyred  President,  as  already  shown, 
and  whose  body  now  lies  in  the  cemetery  at 
Stroudsburg,  Pa.,  is  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
among  the  heroes  of  the  war  for  the  Union. 


"Washington:  ', 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
"Bureau  of  Pensions. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  11,  1910. 

"John  Summerfield  Staples,  residing  at 
Stroudsburg,  Pa.,  filed  an  apphcation  for 
pension  in  1882,  stating  that  in  the  Civil 
War  he  had  served  in  Company  C,  One 
Hundred  and  Seventy-Sixth  Pennsylvania 
Militia,  and  afterwards  in  Company  H, 
Second  District  of  Columbia  Infantry,  and 
that  in  his  second  enlistment  he  was  a  sub- 
stitute for  Abraham  Lincoln. 

"The  records  show  that  said  soldier  en- 
listed November  2,  1862,  in  Company  C, 
One  Hundred  and  Seventy-Sixth  Pennsyl- 
vania drafted  militia,  that  he  was  honorably 
discharged,  May  5,  1863,  and  that  he  after- 
wards enlisted  April  3,  18G4,  in  Company  H, 
Second  District  of  Columbia  Volunteers, 
from  which  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Alexandria,  Va.,  September  12,  1865,  and  the 
record  also  shows  that  in  this  last  service 
he  was  enrolled  as  a  representative  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,   who  was  not  liable  to  draft. 

"It  is  shown  by  the  pajjers  on  file  in  this 
ca.se  that  during  the  war,  the  President  de- 
cided that  he  would  place  in  the  army  a 
substitute  to  the  credit  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  that  he  communicated  his 
desire  to  do  so  to  the  provost  marshal  of  the 
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LINCOLN'S   REPRESENTATIVE  IN       , 
SERVICE. 

Editor  National  Tribune:      It  ferns   a 

?,,„"  ;ep,...nt.tlv..  «   ,»b=l,lul.,    and 

I  what  became  of  lum.  ^„^„r<1 

I    will    state     that    there     is    a    record 

showing    that    .lohn    S     Staples    enUsted 

r;;an;^e!r^?rvn 

^^i7:.St:r^'rarii:i"°va., 

^t-afsolSears.that  Mr  staples  had' 
a  prior  service  in  Co  C  176th  Pa_ 
Drafted  Militia,  for  nine  months  in 
1862  1863,  at  which  time  his  age  is  given 
as  18  Postoffice  address  Stroudsburg 
Monroe  County,  Pa.  He  died  m  Dover 
N  T  Jan  11,  1888.  at  the  age  of  43 
years!  leaving  'one  minor  child,  Anna  M^ 
"^  Mr  Staples  received  t^^t.'"VhirD 
from  the  President,  thru  Hon.  Noble  D. 
Larner,   of  Washington,  D.  0. 


o 


I    - 


John  Summer-field  Staples  generally  known  as  Summerfield  to 
distinguish  him  from  his  father,  was  the  sixth  child  of  John  L. 
Staples  and  Ann  Wolfinger,  born  on  Main  Street,  Stroudsburg,  Iv!onro@ 
County,  ?a.,  August  14,  1844,  recieved  a  common  school  education, 
wrote  a  good  hand,  and  first  entered  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  during  the  Civil,  War  as  a  private  Go,  C  176  Pa, 
Drafted  Militia  Inft,,  on  November  3,  1862,   Staples  recieved  no 
bounty  for  this  service  but  his  military  record  shows  he  was  enroll, 
ed  by  G-overnor  Curtin  as  a  substitute  for  Robert  Barry  and  u-idoubt- 
Barry  was  somewhar,  poorer  and  staples  somewhat  better  off  for  the 
substitution. 

Staples  description  at  this  time  was  age  18,  height  5  feet, 
7  inches,  lignt  complexion,  eyes  ana  hair. 

Three  coupanies  of  the  176  Pa.  B.  M .  Inft,  were  from  Monroe 
County, 

This  regiment  was  organized  at  Philadelphia  and  moved  by  way 
of  Chowan  River  to  Newberne,  K,  C.  ,  Jan,  1  to  5,  I863. 

Staples  was  taken  sicBc  on  the  march  f^om  Suffolk,  Va.  to  Deep 
Hollow  -^anding  on  the  Chowan  River,   The  company  morning  report 
book  sho  W3  him  sent  to  Hospital,  Newberne,  Jan,  11,  I863,   There 
is  a  record  of  him  at  Stanley  G-eneral  Hospital,  Newberne,  K,  C, 
Jan,  24,  I863  as  convalescent  from  remittent  fever  and  he  was 
discharged  the  service  for  disability  May  5,  I863,  "  great  debility 
and  a  broken  covm  constitution,  result  of  typhoid  fever  of  nearly 
four  months  continuance." 

Staples  was  brought  home  from  the  HosDital  at  Newberne  by  his 
father  and  was  a  oretty  sldk   bo/  at  that  time,  slowing  recovering 


-  z  - 


his  health  but  able  to  work  during  the  winter  of  1863-1864,  and 
in  April  1864  he  went  fiom  his  h  me  in  Stroudsburg  to  join  his 
father  in  Washington,  i-'.  C. 

During  the  spring,  suaimer  and  fall  of  1864,  Stanles  and  his 
father  worked  as  caroenters  at  Arlington  and  at  the  governiient  vessel 
repair  yard  at  G-eorgetown. 

The  following  statement  was  preoared  :;y  the  late  P  hilip  F, 
Lamer,  son  of  N.  D.  Larnei  : 

"  "Sometime  after  t^^-r ,   u,    D.  Lamer  had  bee  n  discharged  from 
the  Aimy  he  was  drafted  to  serve  for  three  years  . nder  a  call  by 
the  resident.  He  then  procured  a  substitute  for  himself  and 
placed  him  in  the  Army,   -Sometime  after  this,  he,  in  connection  with 
others,  formed  what  v;as  known  as  the  Third  Ward  Draft  Club,  its 
object  being  to  secure  money  to  purchase  substitutes  for  those 
citizens  of  the  Third  ".'ard  that  mignt  b^  drafted.   In  this  effort 
the  club  was  so  successful  as  to  procure  substitutes  enoua-h  to 
relieve  all  that  were  d .af tea  in  that  ward  except  the  last  two  who 
were  sent  to  the  Army, 

Sometime  afterwards  President  Lincoln  decided  that  he  would 
place  in  the  Army  a  substitute  to  the  credit  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  communicated  his  desiie  to  the  Pro  vost  Marshal  of 
the  District  with  the  request  that  the  select  the  gentleman  who 
should  fulfill  his  wishes.   The  Provost  Marshal  sent  for.  Mr,  Earner 
and  stated  to  him  the  President's  wishes  and  placed  the  matter  in. 
his  hands.   After  considerable  trouble,  suostitures  being  scarce,  he 
su  cceeded  in  getting  one  and  had  him  S7;orn  in  as  the  President's 
substitute.   He  was  dressed  in  his  uniform  ana  taken  to  the  White 
House  and  introduces  to  the  President  who  spoke  very  pleasantly 


as  to  his  duties  as  a  soldier, 

■P  resident  Lincoln  subsequently  sent  Zr ,   Earner  a  check  on 
Riggs  Bank  in  his  city  in  payment  of  the  price  he  had  paid  for  the 
substitute." 

Statements  as  to  th.^  price  vary  from  |300  to  1,000.   The 
soldier's  father  told  the  man  who  erected  the  soldier's  monument 
that  the  soldier  received  600  and  he  himself,  |50.   A  signed  state- 
ment  by  the-^is  in  existence  giving  the  amount  as  S500  v/hich  state- 
ment is  L.he  best  e'-idence.   /it  the  l_.-~;  time  the  soldier  received 
this  money  he  was  net  of  age,  his  father  was  legally  entitled  to  it 
and  it  is  believed  it  went  into  the  family  exchequer  where  it  was 
needed. 

In  addition  to  the  1500  received  from  Lincoln,  Staples  also 
received  for  this  service,  |66.67,  two  installments  of  the  |100 
bounty  to  men  enlisting  for  one  year  under  Act  of  July4,  1864,  he 
having  served  less  than  a  year. 

Staples  and  his  father  never  forgot  that  the  younger  man 
representea  Lincoln  in  the  Army  and  during  the  life  of  the  latter, 
he  had  prepared  a  number  of  braadsides  9  by  li-|-  inches  on  brown 
paoer,  reprinting  the  contemnorary  account  in  the  New  York  Herald. 
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Lincoln  national  Life  Foundation, 
R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Librarian, 
Port  Wayne, 
Indiana, 


Dear  Sir: 

V/e  most  cordidly  request  that  you 
attend  the  unveiling  and  dedication  of  a  Memorial 
Tablet  erected  on  the  new  concrete  bridge  across 
Poconc  River,  Main  Street,  Stroudsburg,  Pennsyl- 
vanir,  in  memory  cf  Jcbn  Summcrficld  Stf.ples,  vhc 
served  with  distincticn  in  the  Civil  W?.r  in  lieu 
of  President  Lincoln,  not  lir.ble  tc  draft. 

This  ycung  man,  ?.  native  cf  SRrcud? 
burg,'Yas  selected,  personally,  by  the  groat  Far 
President,  tc  serve  in  his  stead.   History  tells 
uc  that  the  President  v.as  very  anxious  tc  have  r 
young  {nan  tc  servo  in  the  array  in  place  cf  him, 
and  upon  reccmmondation  he  selected  ycung  Staples. 
The  roccrds  in  the  i^.djutant  Generrl's  office  at 
y.c.  shington  are  as  follcv:: 

"John  S.  Staples  enrolled  and 
mustered  into  service  at  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  November  3,  1362, 
as  a  Private,  Co.  C,^  176  Penn- 
sylvania Drafted  Militia  Infantry, 
and  honorably  discharged  at  Mev 
Bern,  Worth  Carolina,  May  5,    1863. 
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J.  SUMMERFIELD  STAPLES 

Who  Served  in  the  Civil  War  in  Lieu  of  Presiden!:  Lincoln--Not  Lioble  to  Draft 

MEMORIAL  TABLET  COMMITTEE 
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ST  JOHN'S  COMMANDERY,  No.  I86,  A.  6-  1. 
ORDER  KNIGHTS  OF  MALTA 

Stroudsburg,  Pa. 


He  VvTs  enrolled  and  mustered  into 
the  service  October  1,  186i^,  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  os  representa- 
tive in  lieu  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 


net  liable  tc  draft. 


He  vas 


assigned  to  Company  H,  Second 
District  cf  Columbia,  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  v^as  mustered  out  and 
honorably  discharged  as  a  Private, 
September  12,  I865." 

He  was  born  August  I4.,  18i45,  died  at 
Dover,  New  Jersey,  January  11,  1338.   He  is  buried 
in  the  Stroudsburg  Cemetery,  Stroudsburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

We  are  very  anxious,  if  any  way 
possible,  that  you  be  present  and  participate  in 
this  service  at  two  o'clock.  Armistice  Day,  November 
11,  1933.   c 


Very  truly  yours. 


FBM:S 


r/jUAjt^ 


Chairman  of  the  Committee 


J.  SUMMERFIELD  STAPLES 

]  845-1888 

Enrolled  and  mustered  into  service  at  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  Nov.  3,  1862,  as  a  Private,  Co.  C,  176th  Pa.  Draited 
Militia  Infantry.  Honorary  discharged  at  New  Bern. 
N.  C,  May  5,  1863. 

He  was  enrolled  and  mustered  into  the  service  Octo- 
ber 1,  1864  at  Washington,  D.  C,  as  a  representative 
in  lieu  of 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

Not  liable  to  draft.  He  was  assigned  to  Co.  H,  2nd 
District  of  Columbia  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  mus- 
tered out  and  honorarblv  discharged  as  a  Private  Sep- 
tember 12,   1S65. 

Seventy  years  after  he  entered  the  army  for  President 
Lincoln,  forty-six  years  after  he  died — yea,  ninety  years 
after  his  birth,  public  recognition  will  be  recorded  to 

J.  SUMMERFFELD  STAPLES 

Perhaps  the  proper  closing  word,  with  the  best  of  pro- 
priety, might  be  taken  from  history  of  the  Ancient  Medes 
and  Persians,  whi(^h  relates  to  Mordecai  the  jew,  and 
were  from  the  lips  of  Haman  the  Agagite,  "Thus  shall  it 
bo  done  unto  the  man  whom  the  king  (people)  delighteth 
to  honour." 


Memorial  Tablet  to  J.  Summerfield  Staples  Erected,  Unveiled  and 
Dedicated  at  High  Noon  Armistice  Day,  1933,  by  St.  John's  Com- 
mandery  No.  186,  Ancient  and  Illustrious  Order  Knights  of  Malta 


iielow — J.  Siuiiinerfield  Staples  as 
a  soldier  boy  in  the  Civil  War.  And — 
His  grave  in  the  Stroiidshiirs.  Pa,, 
Cemetery. 


PEN  AND   INK   SKF/ICH  OF  PRESIDENT  LINCOLN. 

Below — Tablet  in   memory  of  J.   Summerfield  Staples 
on  bridge.  Strondsburg,  Pa. 


O    J.  Sl7MME:^FiJELB  SXAPI^ES    O 


ENROLLED  AND  MUSTIRED  INTO  SERVICE  AX  PHiLADELPHIA.PA.     - 

NOV  3, 1862  AS  A  PR.IVATE  CO. e  1761"  PA.  UaAFTED  MILITIA  INF  1 

HONORAELY  DISCHARGE"^  AT  NEW  iJER:s,  N.C  WAY  5,  1863. 

HE  W\S  EWftOtlED.AWO  MUSTEREO  INTO  TtJE  SERVir.E  OGTl;J664.  D 

AT  WASHINGTON.  DC.  /i..  A  REPRESENTA;  iVE  IN  LIEU  OF 

ABRAHAM    imCOLN  C 

NOT  LIABLE  TO  DRAFT.  HE  VAS  ASSIGNEEi  tO  TO  «  Z^poiSTRICT 

OP  COLUM  B  f  A  VOL  t  ■  -AK  1  RY  AN  D  m^  .MUSTfR  ED  OUT  AND  E 

liONORAiJLY  U^u  hiARo£D  AS  A  PRIVATE.  SEPTEMBER  12. 1865.  *"■  I 


O;-  STABLVT  , 
Sr  JOHN'S  C      .«AHDBRYI«186^ 


.ERECTED  BY  -"= 

i  A.&I;C5;  KNIGHTS  CF  iVis.rrA       (^ 
A.O.  883  ^^ 


*  FATHER  ABE." 

President  Lincoln  Leaving  an  Army  Camp.  -  " 


On  October  1,  1864.  he  and  his 
father  were  walk'ng  up  Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue,  Washington;  they 
were  met  by  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Bainer,  who  accosted  them  saying 
•■  r  am  looking  for  a  young  man  to 
represent  the  President  in  the 
amy  as  a  recruit."  Addressing 
Summerfield,  he  said,  "Will  you 
accept?"  The  boy  replied,  "If  my 
father  consents."  The  consent  was 
given ;  they  proceeded  to  the  Pro- 
vost Marshal's  office  and  was  ac 
cepted  and  mustered  in.  On  Mon- 
day morning,  Mr.  Sainer,  Provost 
General  Ting,  a  reporter  of  the 
New  York  Herald,  Summerfield, 
his     father,     and     several     others 


J.    Summerfield    Staples    and    his 
father.    Chaplain    John    S.    Staples 


weni  to  President  Lincoln  's  offices. 
Mr.  Sainer,  addressing  the  Presi- 
dent, said,  "Mr.  President,  I  pre- 
sent to  you  your  representative 
recruit,  Mr.  J.  S.  Staples."  The 
President  arose,  taking  the  young 
man  by  the  hand,  concluding  his 
talk  of  several  minutes  by  saying, 
"You  will  be  one  of  the  fortunate 
ones."  W^hat  a  dramatic  moment 
in  the  life  of  J.  Summerfield 
Staples;  in  the  life  of  the  Pev. 
John  L.  Staples,  the  father;  in  the 
life  of  Ann  YVoUfinger  Staples,  the 
mother;  in  the  life  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  in 
the  history  of  the  I'uited  Stati-^. 


PROGRAM 


(rv<>^<^^ 


ChaiiiUMii,  FRANK  II  .MICHAELS,  \\  C. 

l>us-!('  Call Amci-iean  Legion 

Singing — "My  Country  "Tis  of  Thee" ...Chorus 

Scripture  Reading .....Rev.  J.  Ross  Stonesifer 

Tnvoeation Rev.  Enock  F,  Hoffman 

Unveiling  and  Dedicating  Tablet 

— - - ---.By  Donald  B.  Cahoon,  Esq.,  Seranton,  Pa. 

Supreme  Commander,  A.  &  I.  O.  K.  of  M. 

Assisted  By Little  Eleanor  Seymour,  Age  10.  Dixon,  Pa. 

Grand  Niece  of  J.  Summerfield  Staples 

Tablet  Accepted- .-..By  Hon.  Samuel  E.  Shull 

President  Judge  Monroe  and  Pike  County  Courts 

Who  will  make  the  dedicatory  address. 

Response.-- ..- By  C.  H.  Buekius, 

District  Eng-ineer.  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Highways 

Address — "Armistice  Day" George  C.  Lawry 

Grand  Commander  of  Pennsylvania,  A.  &  I.  O.  K.  of  M. 

Eight-Gun  Salute ..American   Legion 

Singing — "Star  Spangled   Banner" .Chorus 

Benediction Rev.  Frank  H.  Blatt 


REFERENCE  REPORT 
ILLINOIS  STATE  HISTORICAL  LIBRARY 

Date     ^  Nov.    193 ^ 

JOHN  SUMMERFI2LD  STAPLES 

Besides  the  article  by  S.  S,  Walker  in  tlic-  Journal  of  the 
Illinois  State  Historical  Society,  v.  5,  pp.  80-82,  we  have  the 
following  material  on  Lincoln's  substitute,  Jolin  Summerfield 
Staples: 


Carman,  L.  D.   Some  account  of  John  SuBimerfield  Staples,  the 
representative  recruit  of  Abraiiam  Lincoln  in  the  Civil  ■■"ar. 
(Wasiiini^ton,  D.  C,  liiS7.  100  copies  privately  printed.)  /6;b 

Cigrand,  B.  J.   The  true  story  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  substi- 
stute...   (from  the  Boston  Sunday  Post.  12  February  1911) 
(Our  copy  is  a  pnotograph  of  the  original  article.) 

Barton,  ?/.  E.   The  life  of  Abra'iiaEi  Lincoln.   Indiimapolis, 
Ind.,  1925.   V.  2,  p^j,    241—2,  footnote. 


Possibly  some  of  these  titles  are  in  the  St.  i^ouis  Public 
Library. 


^  ILLINOIS  STATE  HISTOPICAL  SOCIPJTY  JOURNAL,  v.  5, 
April  191<\ 


M. 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN'S  SUBSTITUTE  IN  THE 
CIVIL  WAR. 

Hy  Kfv    B    s    Wmkiu 

'  t  ail  tha»    Uhs  \n!'ru  wrilen  <>t  llw  \ilt    anrl  pul>liv.  aCf 
v\c*^  •>(  AJirahadi  LtnoWti,  t.l  la  nut  |{t-nerteily  kiu^'Mii  iti^r 
h«r   li.i'1  b    '•uhhliiutr     who  !»erN*t;d   tn   thu  ariiiS    ilu-mj,    ;hi 
«.'  vtl  V\  ft.' 

Iht'  asMTiitMi  LhMt   ht    had  kucli  »   .u...^.  .....    ...      .  it.  . 

^«re*t.  tn<4d«  ,  Aiul  ta  ofu-n  tlfiueii       Tht    cxcnipf juii  .>!    Lh< 
J-''-*-s!Mfiil    of   ih»     L'li  M-d   SUit»'N  lri)rri   takinj,-     k\<  artiu>.     •' 
»rrv:nK<'"  '.ht  actual  field  •>!  Imltli,  was  ytj^.s  it^M  j>t  i\»>ii' 
for    by    n    -.{MiiaI    Ntatuu:.    to    iiuvt    such    a    iOulii*gci.c\ 
.\r»i<l.    ^»»«  oTid    srctiou    2nd.   oi    the   C  «m>utuiuiT.   of    lUt 
ljnitc<i  Male*,  pnivides  that     lh«   PrfMdei.l  lAitdi  Ik  cjotii 
iTUtndrr  iii-chi«-f  oi  tht  army  ami  navy  *j4  the  Lniu-*!  biatc  . 
and  "i  fh«  Piihtm  of  tin    s«*vrrHl  sl.if«t.,  «ht:Ti  c^allc^l  mt4j  ih»- 
driuj^    Si«-v.^-    >ji    thi-    I  mted    Stau-s  I  hat     A  »r»4h.»i'i 

LiTu«  ifi  h*    atiuitl   ct>inni.'iTnVr  ri-<  hirft    r.  >   •.imK-'  . 

>f  hi^t.ir;,  .  rti.  leny  *.>-  il  is  »tl'  known  f  rut  it  th«  n  .- 
rnMcal  pfP"^  of  ^^'^  «'ir  hr  pt«w»fmalh  ortl»-»-«»d  th*-  movt 
'ii^nts  of  th'  :  iirsuain'P  of  a  «atrp:iipr.    whi.  h  di.s 

los#>d  hi-"  'Xt'i'^rd-r.irv  irnli*.irv  genius 

Alth«.ujih    '  •  "I  iiiariil<T-in  >  hit-t,    then*    whv    n.,th.     .    i 
prrveiit  hill  '-rdinp  .n  substittitr  t-    ft»<r 

!»h  >up^    f .'n.N-.h,  oti!v    '^ 


d 


t..L.     ,  ■      t    >    ■  1  ,     •>.. 


j«:.'->iv'.  .«  ;,t«  1.1  II.  !.h«    'aiiks    w' 

!Ii     !l.«       tl  its'    •       niH/Vll     ,fi        irTSJ/Tl       V 

ir.  hrhalt  of 

Thf    Plan    *in-    r«prt;6eiiUd    him    u     p«-r soii     »a.-    ]<  hh 
SfMMKfcriKLD  Staples    a  \<>\ii\f  volurie**^    from  F*»tin>\.l 


f 


ITl 

at 


SI 

van.a    agH  about  twenty  rme  yrMr%      Having  1-n^  mtrt,- 

u.  till  the  honorable  jxwuon  a*  hi*  Nubnumte    who  gladly 
a«.ce;.t«««J  him    as  hi*  reprvMtmtarivc 

I1it  cvndetU5»-  .rf  thf  fact  herein  Mt  forth,  reletting  i.    *.\vt 
« mploynit-nt  .»f  his  subfUttite,  by  Uncx>ln    ts  en  *  - 
th«  f.ill«.wing   ..ffinal   htaKsntent   dt   the   Comna 
Pen«i<»nh   in  Washingtoo 

Department  erf  the  Interior, 

Bur.  A    ,   ..(    P.  ,,....„. 

A*.-,lurnn«>r     V'        ||     ivii 

l»hn    bu;niii.  rtuKI    i>iAi>l«»     r»«ding    ai  g 

iI.hJ  ^n  appluation  httyin^vin  m  1RK2.  - 
thf  i  ivij  war  ht-  had  tmytttfxxx  Coirpanv  (     <>nr  Hi 
and   Seventy  MX  th    Penn«>lvama    oiihtia    ai.d  fif»rruaj  u 
'    Comjuiny    H     S«-  ik-    iJistrct    ol    (  o'u  nJia    inf..     rv 
and  that  in  hit  ■e.xM.d  •«!«gtni.at  bt  va^  ^  tuUtitu 
Freiidriit  Liiic<»4t 

Th«    RetunU  thow  th«    kiii'  »  4dh'     ...    4  , 
:     IHr..'    ,n  C     <>De  Hun. ;re.i -^mJ  f*\«'y  sixth   Pe 
>ania  dralied  r^ulit.*,  tk  tt  hr  wat  hoatn^af.ly  diacij 
May  S    I  HA. <   and    bat  tw  a  terward  ei.hj.ted  Apni   \ 
'•.  Company   H    Se.  oid  £>*tnct  ot  Columbia  v.^uru.    , 
tr.  ni    ,vhKh   h«   wa*  hotrfiribly   di^arge,!   at  Ale^ar.dna 
^a  .  S-j.tenir^r   \2    1>6.\  ar  d  thr  record  aix.  »h.  w,  that 
'^    '^'^  ''**^  ^  <M.*«n.U.^  a.,  a  Tf^nc^nuav. ,     i 

A'THhari  LiL  ..iu.  "lic  a.ta  ml  U^ble  10  draft 

I-        nown  by  thr  p«p.T>  oti  tik- in  t>u-s  cAse     ner-iunrg 
<*»  Presi.lenr    Limx>ln   ieo-led   that   h.    w'-.|,<   -■  ^ ,. 

•'    t<>  the  credit  of  iht 
-  .  .    oo'nraur.j.  a  e<l  hi'    !• 
'     ^'  ^rshal  .-rf  rtk   I>wtn<-t.  wtL  a  , 

'  i^  mbc   «hinild  be  placed  id  the  aei 

-la'    tht    ,.  t    Oia/HhaJ    then   aeni    Un    \   ' 

Lamer      hen  a  prominent    itiMn  of  this  laiv    ai 
to  hnn  the  Prsideni  «  iri«h««.  and  Mx    Laroer   afterward. 


ILLINOIS  STATE  KISTOPICAL  SOCIETY  JOURNAL,  v.  5, 
April  1912. 


Ml 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN'S  SUBSTITUTE  IN  THE 
CIVIL  WAR. 


Hr   Kfv    B    S    Wmkbii 

'H  aU  lha»   hns  \tctiu  writer  ol  the  lifi    _. 
vicrti  <it  AhriLhntu  Lifu't'ln.  ti  u  not  |{t-Derk]lv  k. 
he   h.i<l  h    tuljhlitute     whi>  !«erv«:d   in   ihc  am 
«.'ivil  VV«.' 

I'h*'  ^sMTi.KMi  liuk^   ht    hutil  buch  a  nutttkt  ,tuti. , 
(let-t.   Tri.i<l<  ,  Ami  «4f    tllrn  tieiiied       Th<.    cXi^nipMoit  .A    lit- 
!-''■*••.!' irtit   of   th«    L'n '«-<!   State's  from  taiLint;    i\'  ann*.     •' 
•ervinK  (>ii  iht  actu«ii  htUi<A  ttattlc,  wa)>  yc^rs  aK\>  pro^uk*  ' 
hn    liy    A    >iMAial    statuUr.    t<>    fiKft    !>Ui  h     t    k«Miti:i|(t:t.c> 
Ar^K'h    SeotHl     secMoti    2nd.   ol    the   C  on^„ituiK»i.    "f    'At 
Unite<rl  Mates,  provnie*.  that     tht    PrfsaJci.t  iihali  In 
rruirnifT  iii-chi«-t  (A  iht  army  an<l  navy  i^  l\h-  I  mu-^l  *>  u^c  . 
HP-!  "f  th«  pi.liMa  of  thir  -it'vrrHl  "state*,  whtn  (Ailed mlo  ;h. 
a^uai    &Cf^  <  •       t    the    I  111  ted    Stati.*         That    Aiirah.»i'i 
Iji'u  >      h«     aitual    «tttnm:iii<1er-i'i-<  hief    no   <>!ude?  , 

-t  h'  a.     leny     j-v  it  is  wrl'  known  t^ia'    it  lh«-  ii    - 

fTi'ual  p»Ti'">d  fif  the  war.  hr  pt'wsf»nall>  orriert?d  the  movi 
•J  en's  of  the  ri«-T>  ^n  ^Hirsuaiif'  of  .i  <  arrpanrr.  whi.  h  .1i> 
.  Io-^mI  hi---  r-xfT^HTnT-y  inilrarv  genius 

Although    rt»n.jiuinvl<-r-in  » hiet,    there    wis    noth'     •     ' 
prevent  hirt    from  s^endinp  a  substitute  v    fiji^f 
,.     •»,.    o 


a'lvart«4^ 
•ht-     ...!>>. 

rK»*»lvr«1  'i     ' 

in  th<-  fi> 

ir    ^»♦•hrtll     -t   J.t.   L^ti- 

The    nian    mht*    n*pre«ented    him    ir    person     wa- 
SuMMKfcriBLD  Staples    a  voung  volumetJT    trom  Penuh) 


•  nd  th.i 
ift'.i  t-     ;».-      omrr.a 
•  d  in  lh«'  •■anks    «*  ■    < 
mnjht  in  pcn»i»n.  strtk- 
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vanta  agH  about  rmTnty  on*  years  HaNnng  b«?<ni  intro- 
duc«*<1  I"  thf  r  1  '  •  loyal,  buy  si^rnifi*-'!  hl^  it-Mre 
to  fill  ih«r  hon*  a*  hia  sub^tituLe    whc   ^Madlv 

atcrj'Uxl  him    *k  hin  rrprwhrntative 

l^f  cvidemx-  'if  thf  faci  h«*T«in  »»t  for^h.  rtilanag  lu  Tr»e 
»*mplf»yni»mt  nf  hi«>  su^#titnte.  by  ljincx>ln  :8  embnut-d  m 
the  folkiwini;  '»lfinal  ktAt«ii«ent  (A  the  Comira&woneT  oi 
PeTi»K»m.   in  Washmgtc^o 

Drpartment  oi  the  Intenor, 

Wa»hiri|rt.r,  V-v   ii    I'Ji. 

John    SuinmrrtieW    Stapk*tt.    n«dints    -        •  -- -* 

'   I     filed  an  a|>pli<-ati<>n  fc»r  prnsj«io  in  1HX2,  s'afing  'hi*t  ir; 
fhr  C  iviJ  war  h»-  had  mryma  \x\  ^SA^T^\Ma\y  (     Oor  Hur 
and   Seventy  sixth    Peruu>lvama    mihtia    <ii>d  ;itfer«^.  .„ 

Cofni>any  H  Sec  ik'  'Jistrcf  al  (  oiutibia  inf*r,trv, 
And  that  in  hit  anxMid  'ti^fitnii  at  br  v.i-  .7  tut>«titute  foi 
Frttkideiit  Lnw.t>ii. 

Th«   ReitireU  thorn  t.ia    ?  u«    i-  Id       t   L     . 
J     IR<»^  in  C    ( »ii«  HuoiipkI  .»mj  ^execy  Mxih   Pei.\»vl 
Mnu*  drafted  -  -' *  ;.  {|i:it  hr  was  hoat»rably  diatvhaj  t :  ^ 
Ma>  S    lH<k.\   ,,  .t  ii  a' ter w 4T .i  ei  listed  ApnJ    < 

IT.  ConifMiny   H    ^l«<  oi  d  D  stnct  an  iolumht*  vijlun" 
If'  rn    M^iih   he   wa^  >>vjfx>r  ibiy    "*    "'      i!e<l   At  Aleijtf.ana. 
V  i     S.  jUMJi^wr   12    l^6^,  aid  'i  d  als^j  >hi  *■  that 

u.  rhis  LiM  ^   wa4^  Qcrcttlt-d  a.>>  a  rein-eaentativt     4 

/^'•ruhai!)  Lii.  '•!.:    ^-  iio  wta  act  li<Attr  'o  I'.raft 

1'  ^  ihown  by  the  pftp>T>  on  tik  m  this  c*^  'hat  .tu'n  g 
U  'resnlenf   Lint-oln  'letatled  that  \ 

rdi»   of    h«    I V 

,      _  t:<\    hi'     It'Sifr     •       _ 

marshal  tirf  th*-  IJutn<'t.  wrh  a  request  'hat 
I  b»   {>U<Yd  ic  th«'  ntsrvvt., 

,  .  _        _    then    9f\  '    fi.r    N»»blv    I   . 

L^mer    'hen  a  pntminent    ituscn  (i(  th  and  atated 

to  hiin  the  f'^sident  t  inah««.  and  Mr    LtiriMa  afterwartU 
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succeeded  in  getting  the  substitute,  in  the  jierson  of  Mr 
Suple«.  and  he  wm  afterward  must. -red  into  thr  service. 

"If  you  desire  to  learn  anything  a»K)ut  the  private  life  of 
Mr.  Suples,  you  might  wnte  to  tht-  post  master,  at  Strouds 
burg.    Pa.,   where   Mr.   Staple*  lived  and   where  hv  <iie<l 
January  11,  I888." 

(Signed) 

J    L.  DAVBNPoat,   0)mmis«iomr 

.1  who  thus  represented  in  his  person   the  martyr 
•    .™.  .vut.  as  above  shown,  and  whose  body  now  Ix^  ,, 
the  cemetery  at  Stroudsburg.  Pennsylvania,  is  entitle]   i>. 
enrollment  among  the  heroes  of  the  war  for  the  Union 

The  tonxbstooe  which  marks  his  last  resting  plat^  Uar^ 
this  inscription 

J.  SUMMERPIELD  STAPLES 

A  PuvATB  or 

Co.  C.  176  Rbot.  p.  V 

Also  a  MiMaBR  or  tmk 

2  Riot  D.  C  Vols,  as  a 

'^UBSTITUTB  ro« 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 
DiBO  Jan.  11.  1888. 
AoBO  ^Ybam.  4  Mob.  25  Day^ 

The  two  photographs  o^  J  Summerfield  Staples  represent 
him  as  he  appesurd.  respectively,  at  the  time  he  went  to 
the  front,  \9tS,  and  the  second  a  few  years  before  his 
death. 

Edwik  Sawtbb  Walkbr 


The  Abraham  Lincoln  Association 


LOGAN  HAY,  President 

ROBERT  E.  MILLER,  Treasurer 

PAUL  M.  ANGLE,  Secretary 

HARRY  E.  PRATT,  Executive  Secretary 


PURPOSES; 

"To  observe  each  anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
Abraham  Lincoln;  to  preserve  and  make  more  read- 
ily accessible  the  landmarks  associated  with  his 
life;  and  actively  to  encourage,  promote  and  aid 
the  collection  and  dissemination  of  authentic  infor- 
mation regarding  all  phases  of  his  life  and  career." 


FIRST   NATIONAL    BANK    BUILDING 
SPRINGFIELD,  ILLINOIS 


Dear  Gregory; 


July  17,  1940 


There  is  an  article  on  Staples  in  the  Journal 
of  the  111.  State  Hist.  Soc.  Vol.  5  p.  80.  There  is  a  little 
pamphlet  published  on  him,  I  believe  by  Dr.  Carman  of  V/ashington, 
D.C.  which  you  can  find  in  the  111.  State  Hist.  Lib.  when  you  come 
up.  I  do  not  have  a  copy  of  the  Carmen  item,  but  I  do  of  the 
Journal  article  and  will  be  glad  to  loan  it  to  you  if  you  wish 
to  read  it  or  copy  it  for  you  if  you  prefer.  Just  make  your 
wishes  known  and  I  promise  not  to  disagree  with  you,  as  some  times 
did  a  certain  party  we  onee  met  on  the  Hegira. 

Let  me  know  when  you  are  coming  to  Spg.  because 
I  would  like  to  help  entertain  your  friends.  Have  a  jallopy  that 
we  can  transport  them  to  St.  Louis. 

Going  to  Michigan  Friday  the  19th.  but  will  be  back 
on  Monday  the  22,  in  the  evening.  Will  be  here  the  25d.  and  on  the 
24th.  I  expect  to  be  in  Dallas  City,  111.  to  help  them  dedicate  a 
marker  commemorating  Lincoln's  speech  there  on  Oct.  25,  1858. 

Had  a  fine  letter  from  Seaberg,  Bullard,  Harkness 
and  others.  That  was  a  great  trip. 


Sincerely, 


jloMMA     (J^\^^ 


JAW-STS 


* 

WAR  DEPARTMENT 

THE  ADJUTANT  GENERAL'S  OFFICE 

IN  REPLY 
REFER  TO 

A.G.   201 
Staples,  John  S. 
(7-17-40)  OR 

WASHINGTON 

Jul; 

July  19,  1940. 


Mr.  R,  Alsy  Gregory, 
8932  Tudor  Ave,, 

St.   Loxiis,  llissoiiri. 


Dear  Sir: 

This  is  in  reply  to  yovir  letter  of  recent  date  in  Twhich 
you  request  information  concerning  John  Suramerfield  Staples, 
said  to  have  served  in  the  176th  Pennsylvania  D.  M.  Infantry, 
and  as  a  substitute  for  Abraham.  Lincoln  during  the  Civil  Vifar. 

The  records  of  this  office  show  that  one  John  S.  Staples, 
not  found  on  the  records  as  John  Summerfield  Staples,  was  en- 
rolled and  mustered  into  service  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
November  3,   1862,  as  a  private  of  Company  C,  176th  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Drafted  liilitia  Infantry,  Civil  War,  and  was  honor- 
ably discharged  at  llev;  Bern,  Korth  Carolina,  as  a  private.  May 
5,  1863,  by  reason  of  disability.  The  records  further  show  that 
he  served  as  a  repr es entative  recruit,  not  as  a  substitute* 

He  was  enrolled  and  mustered  into  service  October  1,  1864, 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  as  a  representative  in  lieu  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
not  liable  to  draft.  He  was  assigned  to  Company  H,  2nd  Regiment 
District  of  Columbia  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  vras  mustered  out  and 
honorably  discharged  as  a  private,  September  12,  I865. 


Very  truly  yours, 


Major  General, 
The  Adjutant  General. 


Bulletin  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation -     Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Editor 

Published  each  week  by  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company,  Port  Wayne,  Indiana 


Number  695 


FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA 


August  3,  1942 


SUBSTITUTING  FOR  LINCOLN 


V 


It  is  not  known,  generally,  that  there 
served  in  the  Union  Army  a  soldier  by 
the  name  of  J.  Simraierfield  Staples 
who  at  the  President's  request  became 
his  substitute  in  the  ranks  of  the  Union 
Army.  The  two  provisions  in  the  draft 
law  which  called  for  the  most  severe 
criticisms  were  the  privileges  which  al- 
lowed a  drafted  man,  to  substitute  $300 
for  himself,  or  to  substitute  another 
man  for  himself.  It  was  under  this  last 
provision  that  the  President,  although 
exempt  from  the  draft  by  virtue  of  his 
office  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Army,  desired  to  be  represented  by  a 
substitute. 

Lincoln  prepared  a  discussion  in 
1863  in  which  he  explained  the  pur- 
pose of  these  enactments  about  money 
and  men  substitutes  which  seems  so 
undemocratic  to  us  today.  Even  Lin- 
coln felt  then  that  the  unequality  sug- 
gested by  the  practice  could  "only  be 
perfectly  cured  by  sweeping  both  pro- 
visions away."  It  may  be  of  interest 
to  present  verbatim  Lincoln's  opinions 
on  the  bounty  system.  They  were  pre- 
pared about  August  15,  1863. 

"Much  complaint  is  made  of  that 
provision  of  the  conscription  law  which 
allows  a  drafted  man  to  substitute 
three  hundred  dollars  for  himself; 
while,  as  I  believe,  none  is  made  of 
that  provision  which  allows  him  to  sub- 
stitute another  man  for  himself.  Nor 
is  the  three  hundred  dollar  provision 
objected  to  for  unconstitutionality; 
but  for  inequality,  for  favoring  the 
rich  against  the  poor.  The  substitution 
of  men  is  the  provision,  if  any,  which 
favors  the  rich  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
poor.  But  this,  being  a  provision  in 
accordance  with  an  old  and  well-known 
practice  in  the  raising  of  armies,  is 
not  objected  to.  There  would  have  been 
great  objection  if  that  provision  had 
been  omitted.  And  yet,  being  in,  the 
money  provision  really  modifies  the 
inequality  which  the  other  introduces. 
It  allows  men  to  escape  the  service  who 
are  too  poor  to  escape  but  for  it.  With- 
out the  money  provision,  competition 
among  the  more  wealthy  might,  and 
probably  would,  raise  the  price  of  sub- 
stitutes above  three  hundred  dollars, 
thus  leaving  the  man  who  could  raise 
only  three  hundred  dollars  no  escape 
from  personal  service.  True,  by  the 
law  as  it  is,  the  man  who  cannot  raise 
so  much  as  three  hundred  dollars,  nor 
obtain  a  personal  substitute  for  less, 
cannot  escape;  but  he  can  come  quite 
as  near  escaping  as  he  could  if  the 
money  provision  were  not  in  the  law. 
To  put  it  another  way:  is  an  unobjec- 
tionable law  which  allows  only  the  man 
to  escape  who  can  pay  a  thousand  dol- 
lars made  objectionable  by  adding  a 
provision  that  any  one  may  escape  who 
can  pay  the  smaller  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred dollars?  This  is  the  exact  differ- 


ence at  this  point  between  the  present 
law  and  all  former  draft  laws.  It  is 
true  that  by  this  law  a  somewhat 
larger  number  will  escape  than  could 
under  a  law  allowing  personal  substi- 
tutes only;  but  each  additional  man 
thus  escaping  will  be  a  poorer  man 
than  could  have  escaped  by  the  law 
in  the  other  form.  The  money  pro- 
vision enlarges  the  class  of  exempts 
from  actual  service  simply  by  admit- 
ting poorer  men  into  it.  How  then  can 
the  money  provision  be  a  wrong  to  the 
poor  man?  The  inequality  complained 
of  pertains  in  greater  degree  to  the 
substitution    of   men,    and    is    really 


Inscription  on  tombstone  at  Strouds- 
burg,  Pennsylvania: 

"J.  Summerfield  Staples, 

a  Private  of 

Co.  C,  176  Regt.,  P.  V. 

Also  a  Member  of  the 

2  Reg.  D.  C.  Vols.,  as  a 

Substitute  for 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

Died  Jan.  11,  1888 

Aged  43  Years,  4  Mos.,  25  Days." 


modified  and  lessened  by  the  money 
provision.  The  inequality  could  only 
be  perfectly  cured  by  sweeping  both 
provisions  away.  This,  being  a  great 
innovation,  would  probably  leave  the 
law  more  distasteful  than  it  now  is." 

One  of  the  more  humane  workings 
of  this  substitute  system  is  to  be  found 
in  the  case  of  a  father  who  desired  to 
substitute  for  a  son  who  had  enlisted 
under  age.  He  talked  with  Lincoln 
about  it  who  later  wrote  to  Major 
General  Meade. 

"Bannister  wants  to  take  his  son's 
place  and  have  the  boy  discharged  and 
sent  home  to  his  mother,  who  is  back 
there  alone.  I  can  see  no  objection,  if 
it  would  not  be  subversive  to  discipline 
in  your  army,  to  discharging  the  boy 
and  taking  the  father  in  his  place.  If 
this  meets  with  your  views  I  would 
like  it  done." 

There  is  no  evidence  that  Lincoln 
made  undue  display  of  the  fact  that 
he  had  secured  a  substitute  to  repre- 
sent him  in  the  ranks  and  the  incident 
is  seldom  given  attention  in  Lincoln 
biographies.  It  was  not  unusual  for 
some  outstanding  men  too  old  for  serv- 
ice, or  who  were  not  subject  to  draft, 
to  desire  to  be  represented  in  the  army 
and  it  is  evident  Lincoln  wished  to  en- 
courage the  appeal  for  representative 
recruits. 

Mildred  Emery  Jones,  in  the  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  Quarterly  for  December 


1940,  gives  a  list  of  a  few  of  the  cele- 
brated men  who  followed  Lincoln's  ex- 
ample in  supplying  substitutes :  "Alex- 
ander Agassiz,  Edward  Everett,  Henry 
Wadsworth  Longfellow,  James  Russell 
Lowell  and  John  G.  Palfrey  of  Massa- 
chusetts, R.  E.  Fulton  of  New  York, 
J.  K.  Morehead  and  David  Wilmot  of 
Pennsylvania,  Justin  S.  Morrill  of 
Vermont,  Joshua  F.  Speed  of  Ken- 
tucky and  William  B.  Allison  of 
Iowa." 

Thirty  years  ago  Bernard  Y.  Ci- 
grand  gathered  some  facts  about 
Staples  and  interviewed  one  of  his 
comrades  who  tells  about  Lincoln's  se- 
lection in  these  words : 

"According  to  my  recollection,  in  the 
fall  or  late  simimer  of  1864  Mr.  Lin- 
coln had  a  committee  of  citizens  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  search  for  as 
perfect  a  specimen  of  physical  man- 
hood as  could  be  found  to  become  his 
representative  recruit.  This  commit- 
tee, or  some  of  them,  met  my  dear 
comrade  (Staples)  on  the  streets  of 
Georgetown,  and  seeing  his  superbly 
compact  form,  and  being  at  once  satis- 
fied that  he  was  the  man  worthy  to  be 
Lincoln's  representative  in  the  army, 
they  made  a  proposition  to  him,  and 
the  loyal  boy — for  he  was  but  a  boy — 
at  once  signified  his  desire  to  fill  the 
honorable  position.  He  was  soon  after- 
ward introduced  to  President  Lincoln, 
and  the  latter  gladly  chose  him  as  his 
representative." 

J.  Svmimerfield  Staples  was  born  in 
Monroe  County,  Pennsylvania  on  Au- 
gust 14,  1845.  He  was  a  descendant  of 
John  Staples,  a  Revolutionary  War 
soldier  and  a  son  of  John  L.  Staples, 
an  ordained  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  who  in  1864  was  Chaplain  of 
the  Second  Regiment,  District  of  Co- 
lumbia Volunteers.  Young  Staples,  on 
November  3,  1862,  when  but  seventeen 
years  old  enlisted  as  a  private  and  was 
honorably  discharged  in  1863  because 
of  physical  disabilities  due  to  typhoid 
fever.  He  was  convalescing  by  April 
1864  when  he  appeared  in  Washington 
and  was  selected  by  Mr.  Lincoln  as  his 
substitute. 

Staples'  enlistment  as  the  Presi- 
dent's substitute  is  recorded  as  of  Oc- 
tober 1,  1864  and  credited  to  the  third 
ward  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Two 
days  later,  fitted  out  in  his  new  uni- 
form, in  company  with  his  father  and 
government  officials  he  called  on  the 
President  and  received  his  good  wishes. 
Staples  served  for  eleven  months  in 
Company  H,  2nd  Dist.  of  Columbia 
Infantry  and  for  three  months  was 
stationed  at  Briggs  Barracks,  Alex- 
andria, Virginia.  It  was  at  Alexandria 
where  he  was  mustered  out  on  Sep- 
tember 12,  1865,  five  months  after  the 
President  for  whom  he  was  substitut- 
ing had  expired. 
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^^NATURE'S    MASTERPIECE' 


VACATION  BUREAU 


STROUDSBURG,    PA. 

Telephone-    35  98 


January  3U ,    1960 


Mr*    Ralph   Gregory 
8932  Tudor  St. 
St*    Louis   14,    Mo* 

Dear  Mr,    Gregory: 


In  reply  to  your  letter  df  January  2uth 
me  would  suggest  you  contact  Mr,  ffohn  Appel, 
1515  Spruce  Street,  Stroudsbury ,/Pa,  for  in-- 
fonriation  regarding  John  SummerJ'ield  Staples, 
Dr,  Appel  is  president  of  the  local  historical 
society  and  I  am  sure  he  would  know  if  it  is 
possible  to  get  any  pictures   of  Mr,    Staples, 

Sincerely, 


Marion  J,   Meye^> 
Secretary 


y 
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7 
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1200    square    miles    of    lake-studded    woodland    slopes    embracing 
80    per    cent    of    Pennsylvania's    resort    facilities. 
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GENERAL    SERVICES    ADMINISTRATION 

National  Archives  and  Records  Service 

Washington  25,  D.  C. 


D 

Misis  Alsy  Gregoryf 

8952  Tudor  Avenue 

St.    Louis  14,  Missouri 

Dear  Mss   Gregory: 


THROUGH  8« 


February  19,   1960 


..•=»•■ 


The  Adjutant  General's  Office  has  sent  us  your  recent  letter  for 
reply. 

War  Department  records  in  our  custody  do  not  include  copies  of 
discharge  certificates  issued  to  John  S.  Staples  as  these  were 
prepared  in  original  form  only  and  given  directly  to  the  soldier. 

le  do  have,  however,  a  compiled  record  of  military  service  for 
John  S.  Staples  as  a  private  in  Company  C,  176  Pennsylvania  Infan- 
try (Drafted  Mlitia),  Union  Army,  wiiich  includes  a  "Certificate 
of  Disability  for  Discharge";  and  another  compiled  record  for  him 
as  a  private  in  Company  H,  2  District  of  Columbia  Infantry,  which 
includes  his  enlistment  paper  as  a  "representative  recruit"  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  who  was  not  liaole  to  draft. 

We  can  furnish  you  xerographic  reproductions  of  the  first  file 
described  for  ninety  cents;  the  second  for  $1.05,  or  both  at  a 
total  cost  of  $1.95.  Remittance  should  be  made  by  check  or  money 
order  payable  to  the  General  Services  Administration  and  mailed 
to  the  National  Archives  and  Records  Service,  Yifashington  25,  D.  C. 


Sincerely  yours 


.^v^*»*''3-'-^ictor  Gondos,  Jr. 
jH  Archivist  in  Charge 

y  Civil  'War  Branch 


P7?^ 


Purpose :  "Preserving  the  Best  of  the  Past  and  the  Present  for  Posterity." 


®t|e  ^onroe  Countg  historical  ^actetg 

HEADQUARTERS:  THE   STROUD    COMMUNITY   HOUSE 

STROUDSBURG,  PENNSYLVANIA 


July  28,   1960 


Mr,  Halph  Alsy  Gregory 

8932  Tudor  Avenue 

St.   Louis  14,   Missouri 

Dear  Mr.   Gregory: 


If  you  will  send  one  dollar  to  our  curator,  Mrs.  Horace  Walters, 
751  Milford  Road,  East  Stixsudsljurg,   Pa,,    she  will  "be  glad  to  have  a 
glossy  print  of  Sumiaerfield  Staples  prepared  for  you,     Mrs,  Walters 
has  a  photograph  negative  from  which  she  will  have  to  order  a  print 
to  he  made. 

You  will  find  Mrs,  Walters  to  he  ready  to   take  care  of  this  aa 

soon  as  possihle.     If  I  can  he  of  aziy  further  service,   do  not  hesitate 
to  communicate  with  me.     14y  "best  wishes   to  you  for  the  comx^letiion  of 
your  article. 


Sincerely  yours, 


John  C,  Appel,  President 
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LINCOLN'S  SUBSTITUTE  IN  THE  WAR  i 

N  A  cemetery  in  Stroudsburg,  Pa.,  there  is  a  tombstone  which  bears  this  ia- 
scription:  . 

J.    SUMMERFIELD    STAPLES.  ; 

A    Private   of 

Co.   C,    176   Begt.    P.    V. 

Also  a  member  of  UiO 

2(1  Beet.    D.   C.   Vols,   aa   a 

Subetltute  for 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN.  ^ 

Died  Jan.  11.  1888. 

Aged  43  Years,  4  Moa..  25  Days. 

Many  who  read  this  memorial  to  a  departed  soldier  will  learn,  doubtless  for  th* 
first  time,  that  Abraham  Lincoln  was  represented  in  the  held  in  the  civil  Vv-ar  by  • 
substitute  and  that  it  was  on  his  own  motion  that  he  had  a  proxy  at  the  front. 
Dr.  B.  J.  Cigrand  has  written  an  interesting  account  of  this  civil  war  incident. 

President  Lincoln  was  ex-officio  commander  in  chief  of  the  Union  forces  which 
waged  war  for  four  years  against  secession.     He  was  not  subject  to  the  operation    , 
of  the  draft  law  and  hence  was  under  no  legal  or  martial  obligation  to  have  a  sub- 
stitute, but  he  chose  as  a  matter  of  patriotism  to  be  represented  in  that  way.  a 
Dui'ing  the  four  years  of  liis  administration  President  Lincoln  devoted  himself     ' 
assiduously  to  the  working  out  and  execution  of  campaigns  at  the  front.    Those 
close  to  him  in  Washington  in  those  trying  days  saj'  that  he  was  not  only  the  con- 
stitutional, but  the  actual  commander  in  chief,  and  that  he  disclosed  a  military 
genius  equal  to  that  of  the  ablest  generals  under  hiui. 

When  the  President  made  known  his  desire  to  send  a  substitute  to  the  front  the 
fact  was  communicated  to  the  provost  marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia  with  the 
request  that  he  select  a  man  for  the  purpose.  The  provost  marshal  in  turn  con- 
sulted Noble  D.  Larner  of  Washington,  and  that  gentleman  selected  J.  Summerfield  *- 
Staples  to  represent  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Staples  was  a  volunteer 
from  Pennsylvania  and  at  the  time  of  his  selection  as  a  substitute  he  had  just  ^ 
reached  his  majority.  He  was  introduced  to  the  President  and  went  away  to  war 
with  the  blessings  and  good  wishes  of  the  great  commoner. 

The  records  of  the  bureau  of  pensions  at  Washington  show  that  Staples,  then 
residing  at  Stroudsburg,  filed  an  application  for  a  pension  in  1882.  In  his  applica- 
tion he  declared  that  he  had  served  in  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-sixth 
Pennsylvania  drafted  militia,  that  he  was  honorably  discharged  May  5,  1863,  and 
that,  while  in  Washington,  he  again  enlisted  on  April  3,  1864,  in  Company  H,  Second 
District  of  Columbia  Volunteers,  from  which  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  Alex- 
andria, Va.,  on  Sept.  12,  1865.  It  appears  from  the  military  records  at  Washington 
that  in  his  re-enlistment  service  as  a  volunteer  Staples  was  enrolled  as  a  representa- 
tive of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Staples  drew  his  pension  until  1888,  when  his  death  took 
place. 

Noble  D.  Larner,  who  procured  the  services  of  Staples  for  the  President,  was  a 
native  of  Washington  and  later  a  capitalist.  He  was  then  a  young  man  of  33.  In 
1863  he  was  a  clerk  in  the  Department  of  Interior.  He  served  three  months  in  the 
civil  war  i"  the  original  National  Rifles  of  Washington.  For  thirty  years  he  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  At  one  time  he  was  general  grand  high 
priest  of  the  United  States. 

[93] 


